
 

 

Working with 
Children’s Check 
 
With more schools and families 
starting to visit Belgenny Farm 
it is important for all staff and 
volunteers to have an up to 
date Working with Children’s 
Check (WWCC).  

The WWCC is a requirement 
for anyone who volunteers in 
child-related work in NSW and 
can be obtained through the 
Service NSW website 
www.service.nsw.gov.au.  

Volunteers can obtain a check 
free of charge and the DPI 
Belgenny Staff are required to 
keep a register of all WWCC’s. 

If you are unsure if your WWCC 
is up to date you can drop into 
the office to talk with Belinda or 
Michelle between 9am and 
4pm or you can call them on 
(02) 4654 6800 or email 
Belgenny.farm@dpie.nsw.gov.
au.  
 

 
 

DPI Staff Updates 
 

• Darren Bayley has 
temporarily moved into the 
role of Deputy Director 
General DPI Agriculture so 
Kate Lorimer-Ward can focus 
on a 3-month project to lead 
the development and 
execution of a new DPI 
Strategic Plan. 

• Further to this, Jule White 
who is based at Tocal in 
Patterson will act in the role of 
Director Education. 
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Upcoming 
Dates 

• 16 June 2021 Friends of 
Belgenny Tea Rooms 
and site clean-up 
working bee. 

• 23 June 2021 – DPI 
Schools Program 
Innovation in Ag Day. 

• 23 June 2021 – DPI 
Executive tour of 
grounds. 

• 24 June 2021 – Tour 
group. 

• 18 August 2021 – DPI 
Schools Program 
Innovation in Ag Day. 

• 20 August 2021 – Tour 
group. 

Ongoing 
Volunteer 
Programs 

• Grounds maintenance - 
gardening and mowing. 

• Carpenters Shop – 
organising tools and 
signage. 

• Office duties – 
organising spaces and 
resources. 

• Women’s work project.  

• Vineyard project – 
replacing the poles and 
repairing the trellis. 

• Schools Programs – 
assisting in guiding 
children through the 
grounds and the 
Creamery. 

• Research/Archives  

o Macarthur Family 
stories  

o Belgenny past media 

o Office work from the 
1930’s – 1970’s 

 

  

 
Increased interest in Belgenny 

Farm schools’ visits.  

Thursday 22 April 2021 saw 85 Year 8 students attend Belgenny 
Farm to participated in the Science in your dairy workshop. 

This was the first of four scheduled visits by Chatswood High 
School. 

Fernleaf the cow (pictured top middle) was the star of the show 
and captured the curiosity of the students, most who had never 
been close to a cow before. 

Jess and Luke Micalleff guided the students through their dairy 
production system, hand milking and making dairy products. 

The DPI Schools team of Michelle Fifield, Meg Dunford and Jo 
Hathaway conducted food safety experiments and a tour of the 
Creamery. 

The DPI Schools team are excited to report there has been an 
increased level of interest from schools wanting to attend Belgenny 
Farm, with two Innovation in Agriculture events planned for June 
and August 2021. 

Volunteers should note that there will be upcoming opportunities 
to assist in the Schools Programs by providing informative facts 
and supervision of students in the Creamery. 
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Update on 
Future Planning 

for Belgenny 
Farm  

 
In 2020 the Hon. Adam 
Marshall, Minister for 
Agriculture and Western 
NSW requested that an 
Expert Advisory Committee 
(EAC) be formed to 
conduct a strategic review 
of the Belgenny Farm site 
and develop options on 
possible future planning for 
the site. 

After a great deal of 
consultation and meetings, 
the EAC has identified 
three strategic options for 
the Minister to consider. 

 

• Option 1 has a focus 
on maintaining and 
conserving the colonial 
heritage and providing 
access to those that 
have a particular 
interest in colonial 
history and Australian 
heritage sites. Focus is 
on conserving what is. 
 

• Option 2 is broadly 
about providing a 
stronger connection 
with the local 
community with a 
stronger focus on food 
and fibre and 
expanded public 
access. This includes 
capitalising on the 
outdoor amenity and 
landscape story of 
Belgenny farm. 
 

• Option 3 requires an 
expanded focus on 
innovation and 
showcasing food and 
fibre research and the 
future of primary 
industries. This will 
require a broader 
consideration of the 
site and capitalising on 
the key role EMAI and 
DPI plays in 
biosecurity and 
primary industries 
research. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Friends of Belgenny  
Dairy Cart Project  

The Friends of Belgenny Farm have been busy putting a dairy cart once used by Camden Park 
Estate on display. Still in a remarkable state of preservation, the milk cart was one of two dairy 
carts won at auction several years ago and delivered back to where they were once used. The 
cart was used to distribute bulk milk to households and or between local dairy farms and 
creameries around 100 years ago.  
Great pride was taken in the construction and decoration of this milk cart. The hand-painted 
signage either side of the cart is highly detailed and includes the wording ‘Camden Park Estate 
Ltd’. Curiously, the two-digit phone number used at the time ‘Camden 65’ is also included on 
the back of the cart.  
During the early decades of the twentieth century, bulk milk was delivered in horse-drawn milk 
carts like this one. The cart once held a large metal tank at its rear that contained the milk. The 
'milko' then measured out the required amount of milk for each customer from a tap and put it 
into their jug or billy, which would be left out for the milkman the night before. Horses drawing 
milk carts developed a great relationship with the milkmen. They learnt to walk from house-to-
house themselves and stood patiently while the milk was delivered.  
Belgenny Farm is proud to now have this cart on display which has been wonderfully 
presented on a professionally designed exhibition plinth together with interpretative signage 
that describes how the cart was used.  
A big thanks goes to all those involved in bringing the display to life including the Friends of 
Belgenny Farm, DPI staff, Camden Historical Society and exhibition designer Mellissa 
Pemberton of ‘Excellence By Design’. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 

  

 

 

Celebrating National Volunteers 
Week 2021 

To celebrate and say thanks to all volunteers at the site, Belgenny Farm 

DPI Staff hosted a morning tea on 19 May 2021 to coincide with National 

Volunteers Week (17-23 May 2021).  

Belgenny Farm has a committed group of Volunteers who bring together 

a wide range of skills to help promote the site through activities including 

hosting group tours, care and maintenance of the grounds and gardens, 

hosting Devonshire teas, help on the front desk, research and organising 

of files, collections, displays, and the purchase and upkeep of heritage 

artefacts to name a few.  

Volunteers are an extremely important part of Belgenny and put in over 

2000 hours every year.  

The easing of COVID-19 restrictions means many activities that had to 

be put on hold for volunteers can recommence.  

If you are interested in learning more about the volunteering options that 

are available at the site please contact our office on (02) 4654 6800 or  

belgenny.farm@dpie.nsw.gov.au  
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Archaeologist 
onsite to 

oversee the 
electrical 
upgrade  

NSW Department of 

Primary Industries, with 

the assistance of NSW 

Public Works is preparing 

for a complete electrical 

upgrade of Belgenny 

Farm which includes a 

significant amount of 

capital funds. 

Part of the upgrade will be 

to dig up the current power 

lines and replace them 

with new power lines.  

DPI has commissioned 

Unearthed Archaeology & 

Heritage to provide a 

heritage assessment of 

the planned works and 

oversee the dig. 

Tory Stening who will be 

the Archaeologist Project 

Manager for the project 

has prior experience and 

knowledge of the 

Belgenny Farm site, 

previously working on the 

excavation of the “Small 

Miserable Hut” project 

with retired archaeologist 

Ted Higginbotham. 

Tory is a qualified 

archaeologist with over 10 

years’ experience in 

European and Aboriginal 

archaeology, heritage and 

cultural heritage 

management. 

We look forward to the 

power upgrade 

commencing, as the 

vastly improved power 

supply will provide more 

opportunities for activities 

and engagement of the 

site. 

 

 

 

 

Filming at Belgenny 
The Kia Stinger ad featuring the Belgenny Farm site has 

recently reached TV screens across NSW. 

The advert can be viewed online at: 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=W6Ii8CXjTT8.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Belgenny Farm was also recently used as a backdrop for 

an interview of Aunty Glenda Chalker. Her family traces 

back to the original Indigenous families who lived on the 

estate. Her family lived in the Duplexes, or what we now 

use as the office. 

The Documentary is due to air later this year. 

Belgenny proves to be popular for film crews with Target 

Australia also featuring the site in its 2020 Christmas 

advertising campaign “Discover a better way to Christmas 

at Target. 

The advert for the campaign can be viewed online at: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J0rL3wgUnec.  

 

 

 

 

The Headstone 
on the Dovecote 

 
Visitors to Belgenny Farm 

often comment on the 
headstone on the Dovecote. 

 The small stone is inscribed: 

In 
Memory of 
Flying King 

Died 1936 Aged 24 

The headstone recently 
piqued the interest of a 
wedding guest, Graham 
Caves, who is a self-
confessed racing man who 
decided to do some sleuthing 
regarding the horse. 

Graham found records of the 
headstone in the stud books 
of the time and mentions of 
the horse and its pedigree in 
metropolitan papers. 

Flying king was owned by JA 
and FA Macarthur Onslow 
and raced a single race at 
Canterbury.  

Flying King was put to stud in 
1919 at Camden Park at 
Menangle to re-introduce 
stallions to the property, 
which was once a prominent 
stallion stud, but had not had 
a stallion for some years. 

    

            

     

  

Belgenny Farm 
Tours 

Belgenny Staff and volunteers 
are thrilled to be receiving many 
enquiries and bookings for 
Belgenny Farm historic tours.  

These tours allow visitors to 
wander throughout the buildings 
and site with volunteer guides 
providing information on the 
history of Belgenny Farm and its 
local and national story.  

These tours are customised to 
visitors needs to and can range 
from a short tour followed with a 
nice coffee and some morning 
tea to a more robust walk of the 
grounds. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W6Ii8CXjTT8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J0rL3wgUnec

